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It ma originally planned that the 1975 meting should be held in  
Calgary but aa I shall be on sabbatioal i n  the Sudan i n  the spring of that 
par, and aa there was som opposition t o  ahanging the tine of the meting 
t o  the Fall, the 'Steering C d t t e e l  ha8 acaepted the offer of the 
University of Massrchusettr a t  Boston t o  hold it there. Perhaps Calgary 
in  1977 ! Please see the notice on pago 2 and make use of the enclosed 
s l i p  to  indieate your date preferenae. 

Organising of ths Association whiah was decided on a t  our l a s t  
meeting proceeds slowly and I have nothing further t o  report, exoept that 
Mrs. Isaac sent ns the rssnlts of the poll taken conmrning t i t l e  and 
ob$actives, From this it seems clear that S.A.A.M. is the favoured name. 
The objectives last with general agreement though a few points of detail 
ware auds. The only matter on which I f e l t  strongly waa that the limiting 
of the aativitiee by in~lusion of the words 'prohistoria and protohistoric' 
worr unfortunatS since suah a fornula would exclude the work of Neville 
Chittick and mycrelf and probably others - I suggested that they be omitted. 

Please note that I shall be away on six months sabbatical from 
1st  January 1975 (hopefully I shall get away a b i t  earlier), most of the 
t i na s  will be spent i n  the field a t  Meroe, after that I shall be i n  Egypt, 
Greeae, and Poland returning t o  Calgary late summer 1975. I hope t o  have 
the remainder of my sabbatical year from 1st January 1976. I n  my absence 
Mr.3.H. Robertson of the same address in Calgary will act for me and w i l l  
edi t  the A p r i l  1975 number (~0.6) of Wyame Alruar. 

P.L. Shinnie. 



The University of Massschrraetts a t  Boston and Boston University 
w i l l  cocrponaor the Airiaanists meetings-or rather ,  are offering t o  do 
so. Tho lwal arrangements caapmittee w i l l  consist  of Cre hton Gabel 

Suggested alternative dates are aa follows: 
'g and Charles Nelson. Qusstionaires, etc. ,  may be directed o Dr.  els son. 

March 28 - 30 
A 4 - 6 
Awil 25 - 27 
May 2 -  4 

Paper t i t l e s  and suggestions f o r  sessions a m  invited, aa w e l l  
as alternative dates. A voting s l i p  t o  indicate date preferences is 
enoloaed, pleaee indiaate your preferenue and mail to: 

Dr. C,M. Nelson 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Maasmhuseth - Boston 
Boston. MPBs. 03-125 
U.S. A. 

I have been asked t o  insert the following and willingly do so. 

The International Journal Afrioan Historical Studies niahee 
t o  remind readers of this newsletter t h a t  it mloomss sui table m ~ w c r i p t s  
I n  prohistoria or  h is tor ic  arerhaeology for  publioation, Contributions f o r  
review should be sent  to: 

Prof, Nonaan R. Bennett, edi tor  
Ah.ioan Studies Center 
Boston University 
10 Lnnax St .  
Brookline, Mass. OW46 



PANAFRICAN PREHISTORIC CONGRESS 

The Proceedings of the Seventh PanaPrican Congress of Prehistory 
and Quaternary Studies, held i n  Addia Ababa i n  December 1971, are now 
i n  prosre in Ethiopia. Sonae contributors have already received proofs 
of thei r  papers, and others rhould expeot t o  receiole theirs shortly. 
 hose who submitted srnmnaries only w i l l  not, unless they have specially 
requested, be sent proofs.) It is hoped that this publication which 
contains over s ix ty  papers - edited by Dr. Berhanou Abbe (~ecretarg- 
General), Dr ,  Jean Chavaillon (French-language) and Dr, J.E.Q. Sutton 
(~nglish-language) - wil l  be ready i n  a few months8 time, 

Conflicting reports have been received about the date of the 
next Congress which is t o  be i n  Nairobi. It is hoped t o  have a firm 
date for  publiartion in Ngaae Akrrma N0.6. 



NEWS ITm 

Nem of f i e ld  act iv i t ies  in Afriaa, or research subsequent t o  
f i e ld  work, is l i s ted  here with the countries arranged alphabetically, 
except that  the 00~ntri98 in whiah the British Inst i tute in Emtern 
Afriaa works am groupd together, also alphabstioally, under the 
heading of East Afkioa. 

Algeria. 

Dr. Augustus Sordinm, chairman of the Anthropology Department 
of Memphis State University has re tuned  from the Central Sahara in 
S o u l h e ~ b r n  Algeria. In the now to ta l ly  uninhabited region6 of the 
T ~ s r i l i  Plateau, Dr. Sordinw oondueted arc#haeologiaal investigations 
on sites forabrly oocupied by Stone Age hunters and pastoralists. 

Dr. Sordinm oownmnts, "One of the nioe things I noted ( th is  
might interest  others) was the hospitality displayed by the Algerian 
authorities a t  Djrnnt  and their eagerners t o  help visitars of the 
Tmsili f'resaoes. Ely v ie i t  was limited t o  the group of s ibs  around 
JABBAREN where I looated v e q  diagnostio impressed, incised and/or 
stamped pottary. O f  oourrre, the fresooes are exhilarating. The Tuamg 
worn reserved. Their aamele nost ob8treperous.n 

Eatat Afkica. 

The British Inst i tute in Eastern Africa 

Excavations have been oonducfad by the Direator, Mr.  Neville 
Chittiok, at Akrrtra i n  northern Ethiopia during Jmuaq - April 1973 
and January - May 1974, It is planned t o  continue the work for  a 
sijullar p r i o d  in  1975. The excavations arcs carried out under permit 
from the Antiquities Administration of the Imperial Ethiopian Qovermment, 
t o  whioh the Inotitute is greatly indebted for unfailing assistanoe and 
oo-operatim. Work has rro far been cmaentrated i n  the msrin group of 
crtellur (monoliths) at Aksm Md evidence has been obtained tha t  many at 
l ea s t  of these famow montlasntts belong t o  ths tirw, after the oonversion 
of the Aksumite Empire t o  Christianity and that they are of funerary 
signifiaance. I n  thia area tm large subterranean nregalithic tombs have 
been loaated, one - with ten o b b s r s ,  as y e t  inoompletely investigated - 
adjaoent t o  and apparently imtinaately conneoted with the largest  of the 



obelisks. Two further tomb part ial ly of brick aonstruction have also 
been lmated beneath the region of the main group of stelas; these are 
of partioular interest  i n  that  they incorporate both horseshoe arches 
and vaults, features believed t o  be othenrise unknown i n  Aksumite 
architsature. Much of the area has been shown t o  be underlain by a 
co~nplex system of interconnecting underground chambers and parssages 
which are best interpreted as funerary catacombs. Exoavations have also 
been conducted on a smaller male at the megalithic struature known as 
the Nefas Mamha, in the Addi Kilte area of Aksum town svld in the Stele 
Field of Jtdi th,  2 km t o  the west. 

Mr. D.W. Phillipson joined the Institute! as Assistant Director 
i n  May1973 and has ooarmsnced a programm of fieldwork i n  the Marsabit 
and Moyale areas of northern Kenya aimed at elucidating the l a t e r  
prehistoric suocession i n  the region. Particular attention is being 
paid t o  asuertaining detai ls  of the inception of pastoralism in the area 
and t o  i l lustrat ing conhats w i t h  southern Kenya and with the Ethiopian 
highlands. Detailed reconnerissance has so f a r  been conduated i n  the 
Mwsabit, Moyale and North Horr areas. Sites already excavated include 
extensive 'Late Stone Age' settlements situated beside a former lake at 
North Horr, and Kulchurdo rookshelter on Mount Marsabit. Although the 
industries from these s i t e s  are markedly dist inct ,  both are thought ( in  
sLdPanue of receipt of radiocarbon dates) t o  have been occupied around the 
f i r e t  millennfm B.C. The presencre of stone bowls snd platter8 at North 
Horr is of particular interest. 

In February 1974, M r .  Phillipson investigated a 'Late Stone Age 1 

occurrence on Bobodura H i l l ,  6 km west of Aksum, northern Ethiopia; three 
phases of meupation were discerned and a detailed analysis of the 
assoaiated stone artefact aggregates has been completed. 

The Inst i tute 's Staff Historian, Mr .  Patrick Pender-Cudlip, has 
continued his fieldwork in  Iranba in central Tanxania, collecting material 
on ancestral aults  as well as historical  data on Iramba culture. 

Volume V I I I  of the Institute's annual journal AZANIA is now 
published and V o l w  IX i n  the press. AZANIA is issued free of charge t o  
members of the Inst i tute,  who are, also enti t led t o  a substantial disaount 
on purchase of copies of the memoir series. The following memoirs are 
published i n  197314 and are distributed by Measrs. Thames and Hudson: 

4. J.E.G. Sutton: Amhasology of the Western Highlands 
of Kenya (f 6.00) ; 

5. N. Chittick: Kilwa - an I s l d c  Trading City on the 
Eaat African Coast (2  vols. ,L 25.00) 



Memoir No.3 (J.S. Kirkman: Fort Jesus) is published this par on 
behalf of the Inst i tute by the Clarendon Plaes at d12.50. 

Non-mmber8 aag obtain oopies of the memoirs through booksellers 
a t  the pritm8 ahuwn, but mmbera should order d i rec t  Pram the Bri t ish 
Inrrtitute in E d m m  Afrioa, P.O. Box 47680, Nairobi, Kenya, or  *can the 
London Seoretary, Mrs. J. Fi lson,  99 Qusenb Road, Riahmond, Surrey. 
Enquiries aanoerning mmbership may also  be sent t o  e i ther  of these 
addresses. 

Miasion de l l I n s t i t u t  d1arch6010gie du Service des antiquitds 
dlEthiopie, en nJ e t  juin 1974, dam l e  Soddo. 

Zs but do mtte mission a 'et.4 ll invsntPire, l e  relevd topogra- 
phiqus , l e  dssein e t  l a  photographie dea aonuments du Soddo. 

Zs Soddo est rme d g i o n  sitube au sud-oaest dlAddis-Abeba, au sud 
de la  rivibre Aouache, entre une o h a h  do montagnss 3 l ' o w s t  e t  l a  
f a i l l e  dets lacs & llest. Sur une oentaine de k i l o d t r e s  pa r t i r  de 
l*Aouaahe, vsrs l e  sud, on trouve de nonbreux monuments monolithiqws. 
C test l e  Soddo d4 11arah601agie, car l e  veritable oocupe une aire plus 
restreinte e t  el identif ie  pratiquenmnt avec le canton de Bouy. 

La population appartient au groupe oriental de l 'ethnie gouragut?. 

La rdgion ea t  dlvis4e arlalnistrativement en quatre cantons dont 
l e s  chefs-lieux sont : Si l tb ,  Boutagira, Bouy e t  Tya, 

Plus ieur~ dea monuments monolithiques sont connus depuis l e s  
publications de Chollet e t  Neuville en 1905, de Azais e t  Chaabard en 1931, 
prinoipalemsnt . 

Cette h e ,  l ' enqdte  de l l I n s t i t u t  d1arch4010gie a 4t6 e f f e c t d e  
dam les  cantons de S i l a  e t  de Boutagira, l e s  plus au sud. 

Quarante-eept s i t e s  oat B t B  rbpbrtori6s, qui se  s i tusnt  B uns 
alt i tude amprise entre 2140 e t  2700 dtres. 

Nombm de ms sites 6taient inconnus. Plusieurs s t3les figuratives 
ont 6t4 d6oou.trsrtss. 



Les monuments du Soddo se r6partissent en sanctuaires rupestres, 
" p i e m s  glaivesn (appellation dlAzais e t  Chambard), s a l e s  anthro- 
pomorphes , stales-colonnes , s a l e s  phalloides , st8les figuratives , 
tunulus e t  groups tie monolithes sinples. 

Us sanctuairss rupestres se distinguent des autres monuments. 
11s constituent i n  domain8 archiologique sbpard. Ce sont des 6glises e t  
des ennitages dater des environs du quinzibme si8cle. 11s se trouvent 
p r h  de 1'Aouache. 

Lea npierree glaivesn , l e s  p i e m a  anthropomorphes , l e s  s ta les  
phalloides, lea stAles-eolomes, l es  t d u s  e t  10s autres monuments 
forment un ensemble unitaim. Des traits c m s  dunissent  l e s  divers 
Bldments de cet  ensemble. La question n1en deweure pas m o b  de savoir 
s'ils sont tous de l a  &me Bpoque e t  du &me systeme culturel. La 
16gende populaire l es  rassemble sou8 la  d6signation de npierres de Gragntn . 

Les monuments l es  plus remarquables sont l e s  s a l e s  figuratives. 
Hautes pierres plates portant sur l e s  deux faces une ornementation qui peut 
Gtre dite simple ou multiple. La hauteur de certaines a t t e in t  cinq dtres. 
LO decor e s t  sculpt6. Les plus dlabor6es des s ta les  @sentent une s o r b  
de tableau oa des Bldments decoratifs sont en creux, dlautres en rel ief .  

La nomenclature de ces Bl6msnts p u t  s l i t a b l i r  de l a  mani8re suivante: 

- objots idontifiables: pendentifs, disques, aninam, hormses, cavaliers, 
bras, lances, arcs e t  fl8ches, glaives, guebetas (jewc 
traditionnels ) ; 

- objets non identifiablesr s o r b  de 9wublen de "battoirN, de nlouchetl, 
de nbouoliern, de nsandalestt, de "planten; 

- glyphes: zigeags e t  g6m6tries diverses. 
Ces assemblages de zigzags e t  g6om6tries oouvrent l e  revers 
des sther e t  dessinent commae une draperie. 

Les glaives e t  l a  nplanten occupnt une position de premier plan dam l e  
ddcor. 

11 faudrait pouvoir fournir une explication pdc ise  de tous l es  
accessoires des s a l e s  figuratives. Dans sa diversit6 e t  sa biearrerie, 
leur assortinent constitus une imagerie assez Bnigmatique. 

Plusieurs indices at testent  que ces monuments ont un carac tbe  
fun6raire. En 1926, Azais e t  Chanbard pratiquarent des fouil les sur 
quelques-uns des sites e t  t r ous ren t  dea restes de squelettes h d n s .  

D1autre part, on a constat6 que souvent ces s a l e s  sont 3 mettre 
en ligne de uonpte avea un entourage de pierres sa te l l i t e s  sur de vastes 
aspaces. 



Dee tessona de poterie ont BM recuei l l i s  au voisinage des s i t e s  e t  des 
monumentat rinsi que &s gra t to i rs  d tobidienm,  Certains de ces objets 
aont Idoents, d1autme anaiens; il n'eat pas prouv6 que ces derniers 
soient h amoaier aux monumsnb. 

Cea montnwnte n'ont r ien  qui permetto & l e s  l i a r  & l a  t radi t ion 
du prys, ohritienna ou mwulnune. 

L1aspa t  da, la  p i e m ,  us6, &l&, aft t6moigner d1u.e grande 
anoienmt6. I1 arrivm qutune part ie  de s l e  s o i t  profondbment enfauie 
dam 1s sol. 

t%" 
Colnme leur  aignifiaation, lour datation e s t  p r o b l h t i q u e .  

Un BlQment du dboor p u t  apporter une indieation chronologique: l e  glaive 
dont l a  forme s e t  asses proche de ce l l e  &8 6fles de l%ge du fer 
(crertains ont d i t  du bronco) en MQditerramSe orientale (Egyptiens e t  Hi t t i tes ) .  

Lns s tb les  figuratives, par lour dimension, leur fo rm e t  leur  
d6oor, ne sont pes sans r a p p l e r  doe mon1111onts de l a  culture m6gPlithique, 
natamasnt aeux de llAvbyron en Franae. La aoarp~rdson ne s1hpo8e pas 
f orobmnt. 

En Afrique, &a monolithes, nmbreux en pay6 ekoi, au Nigeria, 
(pierma phalloider a dboor) o f h n t  une similitude vague. 

Des foui l lee arohQologiquss on pent espdrer qulellea l i m r o n t  des 
renseignbll~)nta u t i lee  une datation. Pour l e  momant, fls 6chappent 
1 atteinte.  

La mission de l l I n s t i t u t  dtarch6010gie campte poursuivre son 
entrepriae dlinventaire en 1975 dans l e  Soddo. Elle  6 tabl i ra  une carte  
de rdpartit ion dear sites e t  des monuments. E l l e  dressera des tables 
typologiquea e t  etatistiquea oa figureront l e s  Mquen-s et  l e s  variances. 
Des foui l les  eeront effeot&es, 

La Mission de l l I n s t i t u t  dlarchbologie a r e p  la  participation de 
Eriu Godet, Kebbede Bogale, Isabelle Pierre, Fr. Anfray. 



Dr. Desmond Clark sends the following swmnaary of the results  of 
h is  Ethiopian fieldwork ear l ier  this year. Participants were Dr. M.A.J. 
W i l l i a m ,  geomorphologist from Macquarie University, N.S.W. Kenneth D. 
Williaaeon and Ronald W. Reeves, graduate students in African Prehistory 
from Berkeley; Esnail Husaein, Haile Selassie I University, student. We 
were also aaristed in the f i e ld  by Dr. W.H. Morton and Miss F. D a m ,  
geologists at the Haile Selassie I University. The survey of prehistoric 
sites and rook art on the H a r a r  Plateau was oarried out by Pat and 
Patriaia CIuter from Cambridge i n  association with our own group. 

Summary of Results of the 1974 Season. 

1. The 1974 surnty and excravation programme has established the 
existence in the southern Afar Ri f t  of a number of s t ra t i f i ed ,  
primary context s i t e s  and has suggested the high potential t o  be 
expected frm then. 

The data have been colleated for  geomorphological and 
sediPlent studies and these are poviding an understanding of the 
palaeo-eaological setting a t  these sites and a more rel iable assess- 
m n t  of the f lora and fauna they contain. The base now exists ,  
therefore, for reaonstruating the economy of the prehistoric se t t le-  
ments and the aotivi ty patterns of the human groups at several 
different times i n  the past. 

2. Evidenae for  contemporaneity of l a t e  Quaternary high lake 
levels and inoreased spring act iv i ty  i n  the southern Afar Rift  is 
in general agreement with the record of fluctuating lake levels i n  
the E a s t  Afriaan region and the Nile flood levels i n  the south 
mntra l  Sudan. 

3. No cultural or foss i l  remains ear l i e r  than the l a t e r  Pleistocene 
were found but faulted sedimbnts and volcanics of Plio-Pleistocene age 
were shown t o  be present in  places along the foot of the escarpnent and 
would repay closer study especially since, t o  the north i n  the central 
Afar, Aoheulian ar t i fac ts  have been found in  seaondary eontext by 
another Expedition. 

4. The nMiddle Stone AgeN is present i n  workshop ( ~ a r i b a l d i ) ,  
hunting camp (Porc Epia) and watering plaue (Aladi) contexts. The 
Lsvallois teuhnique is much in evidsnce for the manufacture of fo l ia te  
and triangular points whioh are the most characteristic shaped tool  at 
these s i t es ,  of which at leas t  one can be dated. The D i r e  Dawa 
nneanderthaloidn jaw fragment has been shown t o  belong with the nMiddle 
Stone Agen occurrence at the Porc Epic oave; and a model for  the seasonal 



movsmnt of guss and hunting groups can be adduced tha t  wi l l  
serve aa a basis fo r  uatchmnnt analysis studiee acaompanying 
more extensive exaavatione projected at t h i s  s i t e .  

5 . I n  the telPlinal Pleistocene some tiab prior  t o  9000 B.C., 
the nMiddle Stone Agen technology wars replaced by one using 
prismatia ooras fo r  the production of blades which were then 
ratouched in to  a number of baaked ionas (both maarolithic and 
a iorol i th ia)  , burins a d  sorapetrs that suggest a f f in i t i e s  on the 
one hand with the Kenya Capian of the Eaet African Ri f t  and, on 
the other, w i t h  the l a t e  Pleistocene blade industries of the Nile 
Valley. 

6 .  Three Phues of the blade t radi t ion mre found; i n  the 
second of the80 evidenaa wrs forthcoaing f o r  uontacb with the 
plateau poplee and the ooaatal regiane. Thia is the e a r l i e s t  
evidenao a~ yet  fo r  the pattern t h a t  has pertained throughout 
his toric  tirss. The e o o n d o  base was hunting and fishing with 
sonas grinding of plant foods. This phase probably belongs in the 
th i rd  or  fourth millennium B.C. 

7. In  tho th i rd  and latest Phase of the blade industry coarplex 
dated t o  1500 B.C., scrapem boome important, probably f o r  working 
hides, a d  it is l ike ly  that doareatic stoak was already present in 
the R i f t  by thia  time. A s tom bowl indicates a f f in i t i e s  between the 
later Ethiopian ocanrrenaes and the nStone Bowl Traditionn of East 
Africa strengthening the possibi l i ty  tha t  both are the work of 
Cuohitio-speaking pastoralists.  

8. A nmber of painted caves and rock shel ters  were visi ted and 
an iarporfiant reoord of the painted fr ieses was made; there uere often 
crulturPJ. deposits i n  the f loor  of these shelters.  The art is of major 
inportanao in helping t o  doaumnt and date the origins of the pastoral 
way of l i f e  i n  Ethiopia, the manner of its introduction and the 
ahangee that it underwent. Them are premising indication8 tha t  tradi- 
tions st i l l  exiat which wi l l  provide information on the aocio-economic 
notivss tha t  W r U e  t h i s  art. 

9. Until the plateau sequence has been studied it would be 
premature t o  t r y  t o  estimate the extent t o  which movements took place 
batmen the plateau and the Rift. Indications fraa the rock art 
suggest, however, t h a t  i n  l a t e  prehistoriu times both regions formed 
pa.rt of the saum C u l t u r e  Area. Although, therefore, today's tradi- 
t ional  pattarn of n a o  movements fanning out t o  eas t  and west 
along the esoorpwnt froa~ winter retreat areas in the foothi l l s  has 
clearly been the prwt ioe  for  a long time, prehistoric pastoral groups 
in the R i f t  m a y  alao have had more d i rec t  access t o  the plateau a t  a 
tins before the restrictions imposed by expanding cultivation and 
pol i t ica l  aonwms. 



10. Ethnographio evidences of house, shelter  and hearth types, 
of the transport, flaking and w e  of obsidian and of the manufac- 
ture of pumice bowls are indication6 for  the persistenus i n  the 
R i f t  of a toohnology of considerable antiquity that  forms a link 
between the later prehistoric peoples and the present day. 

Kenya 

Mr.  Gramly of Harvard University reports tha t  a sample of animal 
long-bone frm s i t e  GVJIR/~,  Lukenya H i l l ,  Kenya was submitted for  collagen 
dating ond the follawing result obtained: (half-life 5568 yrs; calibrated) 
N-1827 

15014170 - B.P. or 4492170 A.D. 

The sample was  derived from archaeologioal deposits containing a microli- 
th ic  flaked stone assemblage, doasstic (cat t le  and ovioaprids) and non- 
donwstic (warthog, rrebra) animal remains, and s h e w  w i t h  dentate impre- 
ssions remimisoent i n  form, decoration, and body t o  pottery from the Hyrax 
H i l l  nneolithicn midden, which is undated by absolute mans. No analysis 
of faunal remains fran the nneolithicn midden has ever appeared. A second 
bone eample has been submitted t o  a different dating laboratory for confir- 
nation of the results given above. 

A ample of animal long-bone from s i t e  ~ v ~ m / l 4 ,  Lukenya H i l l ,  Kenya 
was submitted for  collagen dating and the following result was obtained: 
(half-life 5568 yrs; calibrated) N-1884 

18912133 B.P. or 532133 A.D. 

The sample was found i n  association with microlithie flaked stone tools, 
non-domstic animal8 (tebra, garellas, antelope), she* of a newly- 
recognised (~owsr, forthaaPing) E a s t  African ceramic ware --- T. I.P. ware, 
and she* that might be described as Kantsyore ware (Chapan, Asania, 
vol. 11). T. I. P. ware haa been disoovemd reoently as f a r  north as Rumuruti, 
north of Mount Kenya, and as f a r  south as Seronera on the Serengeti Plains. 
A seoond bone sample has been a u ' t t e d  t o  a different dating laboratory 
for  confirmation of the above results. 



The msemblages of flaked stone toole from s i t e  0v~m/22, Lukenya 
H i l l ,  Kenya that were found in  aaeociation with a partial human skull  
dated t o  oa. 17,760 B. P. (Qrudly and Rightmire, Man, Deo. 1973) have 
been s h i G d  t o  the Peabody Mueem for study and &soription, Exaava- 
tione in  1973 a t  0v~m/22 showsd that the 17,760 year-old assemblage is 
not the oldeet at this sib.  A mtre of deposits b low the level  of 
the human s k u l l  find ham yielded another riah assemblage of I S A  flaked 
stone tools, whioh is aa ye t  d t e d .  A.C. Hamilton (University of Ulster) 
is presently examining a series of pollen samples collected fron the entire 
two and one-half metre seation of the s i te .  

Professor Pilbem reports : 

Yale Peabody Museum recently began field work at Hona Mountain, 
Nyansa Provinae, Kenya, a t  sites near Kanam and Kan jera. These sites 
were worked nost intensively by L.S.B. Leakey i n  the 19301s. Preliminary 
geological and pileontologiaal surveys =re ocmduated a t  Kanam. Detailed 
geologiaal work was begun at Kanjera, samples being oollected for  aedimen- 
tologioal and petrologioal ana lp i s ,  paleonugnetic analysis, and &o 
raid raoemlration asasuremnt. The f i r s t  nioronunmrle wre recovered. 
Tool8 and hanrinicla mre 3 8 0  found. 

Dr. Robbins writes: 

The report on the Lothagam Late Stone Age s i t e  is now out i n  the 
publications of the Museum Michigan State University - Anthropological 
aeries Vol.1, No.2, 1974. 

Dr. Bonnefille send8 the following: 

In Auguat 1973, 30 samples from plio-pleistoaene sedimsnh have been 
aollscted for pollen analyeis a t  E a s t  Rudolph. Special attention was given 
t o  the rrohaeological sites and hominid sites at I l l e r e t  and i n  the area 130. 
The fimt pollen apectnma is frat a sanple taken i n  the I l l e r e t  area related 
t o  the HomSnid K N M - E r  1592. T h i s  is situated between the K.B.S. and the 
Middle Tuff caraplexe (1.8 M.A.?) graeses are verg abundant (42$ of the t o t a l  
pollen) and suggest a grassland vegetation. Juniperus is quite w e l l  represen- 
ted I n  the transported pollen from the highlands. Much additional work is 
required bsfore more preciae interpretations ean be nade. 



Tanceania 

Lake Ndutu and Ngorongoro Crater Research Projects: the Department 
of Antiquitiee under the direction of A. A. M t u r i  w i l l  resume the 
exoavations of Lab Ndutu Stone Age site on September 9th and the 
Ngorongoro excavations i n  Mid-October. 

Rock A r t  Research Project: Mr. F.T. Masao of the National Museum 
of Tanoania s tar ted  the project in June. The whole of the month of 
June and part  of July was spent i n  general reconnaissaince work and 
recording, t rming  and photographing of rock painting s i t e s  i n  
Central Taneania - Singida and Dodoma Regions. Late July and the 
whole of August was spent excavating rouk shel ters  in Kondoa area. 
T b  Researah team has now moved t o  Isanceu area where they will under- 
take exoavations of o nwaber of shelters. 

( i i i )  M.S.A. /L.s.A. Research. M r .  Michael Melham of the University of 
I l l i n o i s  U.S.A. plans t o  undertake the re-excavation of the Apis 
(Nasera) Rock shel ter  as w e l l  a undertaking general reconnaissance 
work i n  lake mi area. The project is expected t o  start i n  October. 

Dr. R.L. Hay of University of California, Berkeley is  finishing up 
a monograph on the geology of Olduvai Gorge ("Geology of the Olduvai Gorge - 
a study of sedimentation i n  a semiarid basinn). This w i l l  be published by 
the University of California Press. 

Dr. Bonnefille reports: 

A t  Olduvai Gorge, during a f i e l d  expedition i n  October 1973, extensive 
sampling of pleistaoene sediments has been done on different  w e l l  known 
sections: FLK, FUN, RHC etc... where archaeological and hominid remains were 
found. Deposits at Olduvai Gorge seem t o  be part icular ly sui table fo r  pollen 
analysis aa they represent lake sedimenb deposits in a small basin, Also, 
there are several arguments based on geological, sediment01 ical and faunal 
studies i n  favor of a olimatic change between Tuffs and , roughly 1.75 million pars ago. 



In order t o  perfom the i n t s r p t a t i o n  of fassil sequenm, a 

study of the existing pollen rain patterm of the contemporary 

vegetation i n  the two area has been undertaken. 

Laboratory treatment of the samples and microscopia observations 

w i l l  be done i n  %he Labratoire ds Obologie du Quaternaim, NEUDON 

B e l l e m ,  where tbre is a referenae pollen s l ide eolleotion of 4.000 

species from East Afriaa. 



The Combined Prehistoric Expedition jointly sponsored by Southern Methodist 
University, the Institute for the History of Material Culture of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences, and The Geological Survey of Egypt and funded by the 
National Science Foundation and Smithsonian Institution has just completed 
its third field season of archaeological and geological excavations in the south- 
western desert of Egypt. Members of the party included Fred Wendorf, Rushdi 
Said, Romuald Schild, Vance Haynes, Achilles Gautier, Michael Kobusiewicz, 
three junior geologist trainees from Egypt and four SMU students (Peter 
Jeschofnig, Herbert Mosca, Mike Wendorf and Tom Ryan). 

The party was in the field during the months of February and March and 
concentrated its efforts at two localities. The first was an Aterian kill site 
with several associated living sites of the same period located around a 
Pleistocene lake at Bir Terfawi, an unoccupied and now dry oasis some 400 
kilometers west of Abu Simbel. This locality yielded a very interesting and 
highly distinctive tool kit associated with numerous kills of eight different species 
of megafauna including hippopotamus, large - Bos, Pleistocene camel, and large 
gazelles. The contemporary and adjacent living sites had a very different tool 
kit which may offer a unique opportunity for functional interpretations of Middle 
Paleolithic tools. Several Aterian occupations occurred -- in situ through two 
meters of pond sediments at this site. 

The second area investigated was at a playa near Gebel Nabta about 125 kilo- 
meters west of Abu Simbel. This site yielded a Neolithic occuphtion with 
Khartoum-like pottery and an underlying and every extensive series of Terminal 
Paleolithic occupations. The Terminal Paleolithic sites are particularly out- 
standing in that after abandonment they were almost immediately sealed by the 
expansion of the playa silts. These sites yielded numerous fireplaces , bell- 
shaped storage pits, post holes, and other cultural features previously unknown 
for this time horizon in North Africa. 

The group plans to return to the Gebel Nabta area for further archaeological 
and geological work next season. 



Mr.  Allyn L. Kelley of the Royal Ontario Museum reports: 

I have oanpleted the preliminary draf't of A Corpue of Egyptian 

Pot teq .  T h i s  ampendim aontaine at t h i s  point, 590 plates with 

aauompanying w a m  descriptions and provenames. The oorpua is 

primarily drawn from the pottery published by the Egypt Exploration 

Souiety and the now defunot Bri t ish School of Aruhaeology i n  Egypt, 

wlth the additional inclusion of selected forms from other publiuations 

and covers Dynmty I through Raman times. It is hoped that the corpus 

will be published short ly by the Royal Ontario Musemu, possibly in an 

unbound, boxed format which will permit the inclusion of further  wares 

from additional aitee. 



Gambia. 

Archaeological Research in The Gambia, 1974 

Matthew H. Hill, University of Waterloo/Royal Ontario Museum 

In January and February; with the assistance of Ron Wright, University of 

Calgary, and Ephraim Joiner, Banjul; I carried out an extensive reconnaisance 

in MacCarthy Island and Upper River Divisions, The Gambia. 40 sites were 

located, none having any very great, apparent, antiquity and many being referable 

to the nineteenth, or even the twentieth century. Of particular interest 

are a series of Tatolu, mud-walled forts, dating from the Soninke-Marabout 

wars of the last century. Oral tradition refering to the defenders or conquerors 

of several of these were collected. A major focus was the location of European 

trading sites which could provide datable imports in association with local 

products, as an aid in sequence building. Several such sites, some with buried 

deposits were found. The most interesting of these the site which I am calling 

Gassang, after the name of the forest park in which it is partially included. 

Gassang can almost certainly be identified with Cassan which was first mentioned 

in European documents in 1620 but had earlier been a residence of Portugese 

traders. 

On the basis of the extensive reconnaisance, an area of Niani district, 

MacCarthy Island Division, which includes Gassang, was selected for intensive 

survey. During February, March and April an intensive site survey located 

additional sites to the total of 41 in this area and test excavations were 

carried out in 4 of these. At Gassang, two test pits were carried to sterile 

soil, one at a depth of 2.3 metres. Field observations do not suggest that 

a date any earlier than the Eighteenth century is needed to account for the 

materials recovered. Since the site is over 300 metres long it is not surprising 

that our 7 square metres of test pit did hit the older deposits. Ample evidence 

of trade was recovered, both in the form of European goods and African. The 

latter includes marine shell ornaments and shell-tempered pottery and beads 

of agate or carnelian resembling those of saharan origin in the collections 

of IFAN. 

Other excavations included a test adjacent to the stone circle site of 

Wassau, where I hoped to locate associated village materials. Very little 

material was found in this test, but our observations support Ozanne's (1968) 



conclusion that approximately a foot of deposit has accumulated at the site 

since the occupation 1000 - 1500 years ago. 

Between excavated materials and surface collections, it should be possible 

both to produce a ceramic sequence for the area of Niani district and to make 

some suggestions as to shifting settlement patterns for the periods between 

the construction of the stone circles (radiocarbon dated to the second half 

of the first millenium a.d.) and the present. 

In addition to the up-river sites, several sites were located along the 

coaet in the vicinity of Banjul (ex-Bathurst). Extensive shellmound sites, 

similar to those excavated in the Bandiala river region to the north (Descamps 

1971) are, unfortunately, being extensively quarried for building material. 

Ceramic parallels to the Bandiala sites suggest a similar dating, roughly 

equivalent to that for the stone circles. 

The research was financed by the West African Exploration Fund of the 

Royal Ontario Museum and the Canada Council. 
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Ghana 

The following r e p o r t s  of a c t i v i t y  by t h e  Department of Archaeology 
i n  t h e  Universi ty of Ghana have been received:  

From D r .  Dombrowski: 

During t h e  month of August a f i e l d  school was conducted a t  Hani 
( ~ e g h o ) ,  Brong Ahafo. Work was continued a t  t h e  s i t e  of Mumute, a 
Kintampo Neoli thic s i t e  located  about ha l f  a mi le  beyond t h e  Brong 
quar ter  of Begho. The s i t e  yielded severa l  mammalian t e e t h ,  which have 
been t e n t a t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  - Bos by D r .  A .  Smith. Given t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  domestic & has been recognized from Kintampo and Ntereso, t h e  
assumption i s  made t h a t  these  t e e t h  a l s o  represent  domestic animals 
( c a r t e r  & P l i g h t ,  1972, Man - Vol . 7 No. 2 pp. 277-282) . Enough charcoal  
was found t h i s  time f o r  da t ing ,  so we hope soon t o  have a d a t e  f o r  t h i s  
s i t e .  

I n  one area  of t h e  s i t e  a red s l ipped po t t e ry  was found below 
t h e  l e v e l s  containing t y p i c a l  Kintampo Neoli thic mate r i a l .  The s t r a t i -  
graphy ind ica tes  t h a t  t h i s  a rea  d id  not conta in  any p i t s ,  and the re fo re  
the  po t t e ry  i s  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  o lde r  than Kintampo mate r i a l .  

Test p i t s  were a l s o  dug a t  t h e  s i t e  of Bonoase ( f i r s t  discovered 
by D .  Calvocoressi and c a l l e d  var ious ly  Chekru and Nsukawkaw - t h e  name 
has now been v e r i f i e d  by t h e  Hani c h i e f ) .  This i s  a very extensive 
Kintampo Neoli thic s i t e ,  but unfor tunate ly  most of t h e  mate r i a l  i s  
exposed on t h e  surface.  The t e s t  p i t s  only continued t o  a depth of about 
5-15 cm. before encountering s t e r i l e  c l ay .  During t h e  Easter  vacation 
two house bases of l a t e r i t e  blocks had been found. These a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  
of Kintampo age, a s  both house bases contained polished s tone  axes,  
p ieces  of r asp ,  dimpled and o r  bored grinding s tones ,  s tone  b r a c e l e t s ,  and 
other  mater ia l  r ep resen ta t ive  of t h e  Kintampo Neoli thic.  Near one of 
t h e  house bases was found a complete rasp .  P i t s  were put i n t o  a corner 
of both house bases,  t h i s  summer, but were very shallow. A p a r t  of 
another house base was found, a s  well  a s  a l a r g e  a rea  of l a t e r i t e  
blocks with some ind ica t ions  of planning, which may well be a compound 
area  . 

M r .  Rod McIntosh, from Cambridge, was a l s o  i n  Hani during t h e  
summer working on a s m a l l  excavation of  a modern w a l l  co l lapse .  We hope 
t h a t  such excavations w i l l  y i e l d  information about how mud wal l  const ruct ion 
can be more e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  archaeologis t .  



From Mr. Musonda : 

During July  and August t h i s  year excavations of several  rock- 
she l t e r s  were ca r r ied  out i n  Ghana. Near Agogo, Ashanti Region, two 
she l t e r s  a t  Mponisaa produced shallow deposits  with pot tery .  Work a t  
a t h i r d  she l t e r  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  Tetewabou, thought t o  contain a micro- 
l i t h i c  industry,  had t o  be postponed due t o  t h e  r a in s .  

A t  Pepease, Kwahu, several  kilometres from Bosumpra Cave 
( ~ b e t i f i )  which was excavated by Prof. Thurstan Shaw i n  1940, two other  
she l t e r s  were dug, Apreku and Akyekyema Buor. Although t h e  deposi ts  
i n  the  two she l t e r s  were not deep(about 1 .5  metres i n  both cases ) ,  they 
yielded a subs tan t ia l  quanti ty of c u l t u r a l  mater ia l ,  including micro- 
l i t h s ,  pot tery ,  a stone bead, some bone and quan t i t i es  of kernels of t h e  
oil-p&, Elakis mineens i s .  Charcoal samples were a l so  col lected f o r  
radiocarbon dating.  Analysis of t he  cu l t u r a l  mater ia l  has not ye t  
begun, however, th ree  main s t ra t ig raph ica l  u n i t s  were found a t  both si tes.  
A t  Akyekyema Buor t he  sequence was a s  follows: 
a )  Top layer  mainly loose  l i g h t  brown s o i l  with no c u l t u r a l  mater ia l .  

b )  Middle layer  of dark brown s o i l  containing pot tery  and l a rge  quan t i t i es  
of quartz f l akes ,  

c ) Lower l eve l  of l i g h t  brown s o i l ,  gravel ly  i n  nature,  producing the  
l a r g e s t  number of stone t oo l s  and v i r t u a l l y  no pot tery .  , 

A preliminary study of t h e  stone mater ia l  from both s i t e s  
auggests t h a t  t h e  t oo l s  vary i n  both form, type and raw mater ia l  used. 
Poorly metamorphosed quar tz i t e  forms t h e  s ign i f ican t  rock type i n  t he  
manufacture of t oo l s  obtained from t h e  lower l e v e l s ,  while quartz i s  
t h e  commonest mater ia l  used i n  t h e  upper l eve l s .  The quar tz i t e  was 
obtained l oca l l y ,  but t h e  quartz had t o  come from several  kilometres a t  
both s i t e s .  

From D r .  Wai-Ogosu [now of t h e  University of   bad an) : 

The present phase of Fie ld  work a t  Asokrochona was completed 
during t h e  1973/74 academic year.  Miss. Signe Nygaard and myself a r e  
busy analysing f inds  from the  various areas  excavated; and Mike Talbot 
of t h e  Geology Department Legon i s  preparing a repor t  on t h e  geology of 
t h e  s i t e  and general area .  



Nigeria 

PRIORITIES I N  ARCHAEOLOGY I N  N I G E R I A  

AND 

THE PROPOSED RESCUE ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT 

Apart from our p r i o r i t i e s  i n  Archaeology which include well  
defined long-term p r o j e c t s  such a s  ( i )  Nok Studies (ii) The Jukun 
Projec t  (iii) Archaeology of I f e  ( i v )  Benin Studies ( v )  Archaeology i n  
South Eastern Nigeria ( v i )  Stone Age Archaeology on t h e  Nigerian Plateau 
( v i i )  Bornu and Hausaland, t h e  proposed rescue opera t ion by i t s  vwv 
nature assumes a p a r t i c u l a r l y  urgent  character .  It becomes a subject  
of t h i s  spec ia l  announcement p rec i se ly  because of t h e  need t o  br ing 
i t ' s  urgency t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of profess ional  archaeologis ts  i n  a l l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  We a l s o  want t o  inform o the r  profess ional  personnel of 
cognate or a n c i l l a r y  d i s c i p l i n e s  so t h a t  they too w i l l  see  t h e  p i c t u r e  
of t h e  current  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

A .  DECREE No. 32 AND THE CHAD BASIN RESCUE ARCHAEOLOGY: 

Decree No. 32 - Federal  Government Gazette No. 43 Vol. 60 of 
14 th  August 1973 (supplement A pages 557-558) - es tabl ished t h e  Chad 
Basin Development Authority. The a r e a  covered by t h e  development p r o j e c t  
of t h e  au thor i ty  i s  defined elsewhere t o  embrace t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of t h e  
North Eastern S t a t e ,  East of  t h e  l i n e s  of demarcation joining t h e  
towns of Matsena, Damaturu and Mubi. 

Since t h e  p r inc ipa l  funct ions  of t h e  Development Authority i n  
t h e  a rea  include t h e  construction of dams, i r r i g a t i o n  canals  and r e s e t t l e -  
ment scheme, t h e  usual  rescue archaeology operat ion connected with 
such p r o j e c t s  becomes inev i t ab le  and imperative. 

The Universi ty of Ibadan, Department of Archaeology had e a r l i e r  
undertaken research i n  t h e  area  now covered by t h e  Chad Basin Develop- 
ment Authority. I n  t h i s  r e spec t ,  t h e  work done by Graham Connah i n  t h e  
Daima a rea  i s  of ca rd ina l  importance and must be emphasized. 

Hudson Obayemi of Ahmadu Bello Universi ty a l s o  conducted research 
i n  t h e  North Eastern S t a t e .  The Federal  Department of Ant iqu i t i e s ,  
among other  th ings  had located  and recorded 1 9  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s  i n  t h e  
a rea .  There i s  no doubt t h a t  many more s i t e s  remain t o  be discovered,  
recorded and excavated . 



Concerning t h e  proposed rescue archaeology of t h e  Chad Basin, 
t h e  Department has completed t h e  prel iminary f o r m a l i t i e s  and arrangement 
f o r  f i e l d  work which w i l l  be undertaken i n  t h r e e  s tages .  The first 
phase w i l l  be from 1975-1980. The a r e a  of  concentrat ion w i l l  be what i s  
described i n  the  Chad Basin Development Authority Bul le t in  a s  t h e  South 
Chad I r r i g a t i o n  Projec t  Area. 

DECREE No. 33 AND THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE 
SOKOTOJiIMA BASIN: 

I n  t h e  scheme of rescue archaeology of no l e s s  importance and 
urgency i s  t h e  Sokoto-Rima Basin Development Authori ty Area es tab l i shed  by 
Decree No. 33 of 1 4 t h  August 1973. A s  t h e  name implies,  t h i s  extensive 
a r e a  i s  watered by t h e  Sokoto-Rima System with t h e i r  network of t r i b u t a r i e s  
and r i v u l e t s  t h a t  j o i n  up near Kende before enter ing t h e  Niger. 

The Area Authori ty i s  charged with t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of land and 
water development, a scheme which i s  meant t o  include,  as i n  t h e  case  of 
t h e  Chad Basin, t h e  const ruct ion of dams and r e s e r v o i r s ,  i r r i g a t i o n  canals  
and t h e  rese t t lement  of displaced persons of t h e  a r e a  t o  be flooded. It 
i s  estimated t h a t ,  a l l  t o l d ,  some 2,000,000 people w i l l  benef i t  from t h e  
i r r i g a t i o n  scheme when t h e  p ro jec t  is  completed. 

There a r e  1 2  main development a reas  of t h e  Sokoto-Rima Basin t h a t  
r e q u i r e  our immediate a t t e n t i o n .  Considering t h e  schedule and time t a b l e  
of  work of t h e  I r r i g a t i o n  Engineers, t h e  TALATA4lAFAR.A DEVELOPMENT AREA 
with t h e  Bakolori D a m  P ro jec t  i s  t h e  most urgent .  F e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  
had been completed and t h e  launching of t h e  Dam Pro jec t  was done by t h e  
Head of S t a t e ,  General Yakubu Gowon, i n  January of t h i s  year a t  t h e  
h k o l o r i  s i t e  . The Dam, const ruct ion of  which s t a r t s  i n  September t h i s  
year ,  w i l l  have a rese rvo i r  covering 20,000 ac res .  The v i l l a g e  of Maradun, 
Birnin Kaya, Ruba, Old Bakolori and New Bakolori a r e  among t h e  s i t e s  
which w i l l  be submerged t o  br ing some 75,000 ac res  under c u l t i v a t i o n  by 
i r r i g a t i o n .  

The Federal Department of Ant iqu i t i e s  f i e l d e d  two Archaeologists ,  
Francis  Bassey and John Adeduntan, t o  prospect f o r  s i t e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of 
t h e  p ro jec t  during t h e  l a s t  dry season. The h i s t o r y  of t h e  Old Sokoto 
Caliphate of which Tala ta  Marafa Development Area with t h e  Bakolori Dam 
s i t e  formed a p a r t  i s  undoubtedly of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  and proto-his tor ic  
archaeology could shed some l i g h t  on t h e  ex i s t ing  record.  Preliminary 
evidence i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  of one group, f o r  example would have u s  be l i eve  
t h a t  t h e  Maradun D i s t r i c t  had known human a c t i v i t y  and s o c i a l  organiza- 
t i o n  f o r  much longer than t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  (of o r a l  h i s t o r y )  can 
remember. For one th ing ,  one source here indicated  t h a t  t h e  people now 
l i v i n g  i n  Mafara l e f t  Kano seven o r  e igh t  hundred years  ago en r o u t e  t o  
t h e i r  present  loca t ions  when Kano was s t i l l  a pagan c i t y .  That would 
r a i s e  t h e  hope of t h e  inves t igat ing f i e l d  o f f i c e r  i f  he considers t h i s  t o  



mean between 1100 and 1200 AD. But t h e  question i s ,  when exact ly  d id  
they a r r i v e  i n  t h e i r  new d i s t r i c t  and where i n  space d id  they f i r s t  s e t t l e  
before occupying t h e i r  present  l o c a t i o n  which would c e r t a i n l y  post-date 
t h e  suggested period of t h e i r  leaving Kano? 

So f a r ,  indica t ions  i n  t h e  f i e l d  suggest no s i t e  of g r e a t  a n t i q u i t y  
and no da tes  probably e a r l i e r  than t h e  15 th  t o  17 th  century f o r  t h e  
set t lement s i t e s  and camping grounds examined. The surface  f i n d s  of 
q u i t e  modern b i t s  of i ron  t o o l s  and potsherds of t h e  recent  pas t  and even 
holes i n  t h e  ground described by informants a s  dye p i t s  i n  Old Bakolori 
a r e ,  on c lose  examination, not p a r t i c u l a r l y  ind ica t ive  of ancient  s i t e s .  
Of t h e  set t lement s i t e s  so f a r  inves t igated ,  i n  t h e  opinion of t h e  pros- 
pecting archaeologis ts  , those  which would bes t  repay excavation a r e  perhaps 
Maradun and Old Bakolori. Archaeological excavations being expensive and 
our resources very l i m i t e d ,  decis ion t o  excavate a s i t e  cannot be taken 
without d e f i n i t e  ind ica t ions  of p r o b a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  of  
s i t e s .  Our search s t i l l  continues however f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  and proto- 
h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s .  The Department, the re fo re ,  hopes t o  complete t h e  
reconnaissance, then begin excavation i n  t h e  Bakolori a rea  immediately 
a f t e r  t h e  r a i n s .  

I n  t h i s  announcement, we have taken a p a r t i c u l a r  case t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
some problems of f i e l d  work i n  t h e  grassland a reas  where movement was 
r e l a t i v e l y  easy compared with t h e  f o r e s t  a r e a ,  and se t t lements  o f t en  of 
shor t  durat ion.  This i s  t h e  type of area  where se t t lements  could have 
been sacked and r e b u i l t  and sacked again ,  a s  one dominant group a f t e r  
another gained ascendency, es tabl ished hegemony over o t h e r s  and d i s t r i -  
buted ava i l ab le  a rab le  land t o  a l l i e s .  But it a l s o  suggests a t y p i c a l  
a rea  where s t a t e s  and kingdoms could have been more e a s i l y  b u i l t  by coer- 
cion a s  one group became powerful enough t o  dominate t h e  o t h e r s  even i f  
a l l eg iance  changed o f ten  a s  it would have c e r t a i n l y  done. This i s  t h e  
Sudanic zone where t h e  Zamfarawa, then t h e  Gobirawa and l a t e r  t h e  Fulani  
fought it out  f o r  t h e  u l t ima te  con t ro l  of t h e  economic resources and t h e  
organizat ion of t h e  socie ty .  We a r e  here c a l l e d  upon t o  t r y  and shed 
l i g h t  on w h a t  happened i n  t h e  pas t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  but p r i n c i p a l l y  through 
t h e  testimony of t h e  spade - t h e  study of t h e  mate r i a l  remains they l e f t  
behind. The urgency of t h e  challenge i s  obvious. The p r i v i l e g e  and t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a r e  g rea t .  

To br ing t h i s  announcement, of t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  
a rea  of t h e  proposed rescue archaeology of t h e  North Western S t a t e  t o  a 
c l o s e ,  we acknowledge with g r a t i t u d e ,  t h e  co-operat ion t h e  Department has 
received from t h e  North Western S t a t e  E s t o r y  Bureau i n  t h e i r  Sokoto 
S e c r e t a r i a t .  They very kindly introduced u s  t o  Local His tor ians ,a  most 
noteworthy example being t h e  WAZIRI OF SOKOTO, t h e  venerable D r .  JUNAIDU. 
We had discussions and use fu l  con tac t s  with t h e  Local Administration 
including cord ia l  and f r u i t f u l  exchange of views with l o c a l  His tor ians  
and custodians of t r a d i t i o n .  
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University of Ibadan 

Professor Thurstan Shaw has r e t i r e d  from t h e  cha i r  of archaeology 
a t  t he  University of Ibadan, h i s  address i s  now 37 Hawthorne Road, 
Stapleford,  Cambridge, England. 

Professor Nicholas David has taken up an appointment (presumably 
t h e  cha i r )  a t  t he  Department of Archaeology, University of Ibadan. 

A collaboration between t he  Prehistory-Archaeology Section of t he  
" ~ u s g e  Royal de 1'Afrique Centrale" a t  Tervuren and t he  " I n s t i t u t  
National de Recherche Scient i f  ique du Rwanda". 

In  December 1973, D r .  F. Van Noten continued h i s  research on t h e  
Royal tombs, undertaken i n  1968 and 1969. 

He discovered t he  bur ia l  of Kigeri Rwabugiri, who died i n  1895. 
The grave goods corresponded more o r  l e s s  with those mentioned i n  t h e  
royal  r i t u a l ,  i-c: say two pots .  The elephant tusk ,  however, was not 
found, a s  it should have been. 

Further research fo r  more ancient  graves remained unsuccessful. 

In  Bukiri he v i s i t e d  a cap i t a l  of t he  N d o m  kingdom, ca l led  
Rye, Murari. This s i t e  i s  well preserved and shows a number of c a t t l e  
enclosures ( ? )  and deep p i t s  t o  be considered as water containers.  Small 
cu t t ings  were made through two ramparts, one considered by o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  
as belonging t o  t h e  royal  courtyard, t h e  other one a s  being pa r t  of a 
royal  c a t t l e  enclosure. The f i r s t  was b u i l t  ea r th ,  t he  second mainly of 
c a t t l e  dung and kitchen refuse .  Charcoal samples of each of t h e  t e s t  
p i t s  have been submitted f o r  dating.  



South Africa 

University of Cape Town 

Mr. J . E .  Parkington i s  present ly  on sabbatical  leave a t  Queens 
College, Cambridge, where he i s  working on h i s  Ph.D. t h e s i s .  His 
replacement here i s  Mrs. J a ~ e t t e  Deacon. 

Professor N .  J .  van der Merwe recen t ly  joined D r .  Tom Huff'man during 
excavations a t  Zimbabwe ( ~ a n c h e  House College Fie ld  School) accompanied 
by two  U.C.T.  s tudents.  

Professor N . J .  van der Merwe w i l l  be carrying out a shor t  f i e l d  
project  a t  Phalaborwa i n  September 1974; ( a )  s i t e  mapping by a e r i a l  
s t e r  eophotogrammetry (with M r .  H . ~ i i t t  er  , Land Survey Department, 
U . C . T . )  and ( b )  invest igat ion of smelting furnaces (with Prof. Don 
Avery, Department of Metallurgy, Brown un ive r s i t y ) .  

M r .  Robert Scully (s .U.N.Y.  ~inghamton) has s t a r t ed  two-year f i e l d  
project  a t  Phalaborwa on t he  ethnohistory of t h e  BaPhalaborwa of 
Makushane. He i s  del iver ing a s e r i e s  of l e c tu r e s  on Sotho peoples 
a t  U.C.T .  during September 1974. 

University of t h e  Witwatersrand 

Early I ron Age S i t e ,  Broederstroom 24/73. 

Broederstroom 24/73, located approximately 25Km due west of 
Pre to r ia ,  and 35 Km north of Johannesburg, was discovered i n  1973 and 
p a r t i a l l y  excavated i n  t h a t  year. Renewed excavations i n  June 1974 
a r e  s t i l l  continuing. The following statement summarises discoveries t o  
t he  4th  September, 1974: 

UCLA - 1791 A 241735 West, lOcm below psc 1500 - + 50 A . D . ~ ~ o  

UCLA .- 1791 B 2 4 1 7 3 ~  on I ron Age f l oo r  
25 cm below p s l  1570 5 50 A . D . ~ ~ o  

30 huts have been excavated t o  date .  This number i s  but a small f r ac t i on  
of t he  t o t a l  number of huts a t  24/73, but recovery of more huts i s  going t o  
depend on t he  use of specia l  discovery methods. Trenches dug f o r  e l e c t r i c a l  
cables reveal  t h e  existence of huts buried a t  depth and access ible  only by 
specia l  techniques. 



Area of 24L73 ---- - 
~t l e a s t  600 metres by 600 metres. 

S ix  human b u r i a l s ,  including a complete skeleton which may be t h e  e a r l i e s t  
Iron Age skeleton i n  complete form i n  Afr ica ,  presumably of Negro type.  

The presence of domestic c a t t l e ,  sheep o r  goats ,  and wild species  of African 
animal a r e  confirmed. No d e f i n i t e  t r a c e  of g ra in  c u l t i v a t i o n  can be found. 

Cowrie and Conus s h e l l s  suggest contact  with East  Coast. 

Very extensive i ron  production and one copper a r t i f a c t  a r e  present .  

- - -  Pot t  cry_ of -- 2g13_, 
24/73 po t t e ry  i s  c lose ly  similar t o  Ear ly  I ron Age po t t e ry  from East  
Afr ica  t o  southern Natal.  The broad-line inc i s ion  mot i fs  of 24/73 a r e  
very s imi la r  t o  t h e  b r o a d d i n e  inc i s ion  surface  decorat ion on one of the 
famous Lydenburg heads whose discovery was announced by R.R.Inskeep and 
K , L ,  von Bezing i n  "Mant', March 1966, suggesting a c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h e  makers of these  ext raordinary  c'lay heads and t h e  bu i lde r s  of 
24/73, a s  I announced a t  t h e  " ~ n c i e n t  Mining & Metallurgy Conference", 
October 1973. The I ron Age penet ra t ion  of S.A. a s  f a r  south as the.Cape 
border was probably es tabl ished by A . D . ~ O O  i f  not much e a r l i e r .  

Iron Age Research by Other Workers i n  Transvaal. 

M r .  T.M. W e r s  i s  making extensive I ron  Age discover ies  i n  t h e  Eastern 
Transvaal,  where M r .  M. Klapwijk i s  a l s o  operat ing.  M r .  H .  Pronsloo 
i s  excavating extens ively  i n  t h e  Centra l  Northern Transvaal on Iron Age 
s i t e s .  Progessor H.  E l o f f ,  M r .  A. Meyer, and M r .  Hanich a r e  excavating ' 

i n  t h e  North Western Transvaal. M r .  U .  Kusel and D r .  H. Fr iede  a r e  making 
in tens ive  s tud ies  of I ron Age Metallurgy. 



D r  .O . Davies r e p o r t s  a s  follows : 

The mate r i a l  from Shongweni cave, excavated i n  1971 with ass i s t ance  
from t h e  Boise Fund of Oxford Univers i ty ,  i s  now being so r ted ,  and it i s  
hoped t h a t  a r epor t  w i l l  be ready f o r  publ ica t ion i n  t h e  1975 number of 
t h e  Annals of t h e  Natal Museum, a t  l a t e s t  i n  t h e  1976 number. The cave 
l i e s  about 30 km. inland from Durban, i n  a high c l i f f  overlooking R.Mlazi. 
There were two pr inc ipa l  periods of occupation. I n  t h e  lower, seven l a y e r s  
have been i d e n t i f i e d ,  of da tes  ranging from 11870 5 1 3 0  (Pta-682) t o  
22990 + 310 (Pta-966). The l a y e r s  a r e  massive depos i t s  of ash ,  separated 
by s t e F i l e  sand. The lowest ash  r e s t e d  on l a r g e  f a l l e n  slabs, below 
which it was not poss ib le  t o  excavate. Between t h e  lower and upper 
occupations t h e r e  was an unconformity, during which apparently some r a i n  
penetrated t h e  otherwise very dry cave. This ind ica tes  a period when 
rain-bearing winds must have blown from e a s t  o r  south-east,  a s  aga ins t  
south o r  south-west a t  present .  I n  t h e  upper occupation s i x  l a y e r s  were 
i d e n t i f i e d ,  from 1170+ 50 CPta-82l) t o  3870 2 60 (Pta-823) and 4060+ 55 
( ~ t a - 1 0 6 1 )  ; t h e r e  musF have been a seventh surface-layer which has ceen 
removed by wind. Layers were d is t inguished by bands of a sh  and f l o o r s  of 
compressed dung, leaves  and reeds.  

The mic ro l i th ic  a r t i f a c t s  i n  both occupations a r e  deplorable.  I n  
t h e  upper occupation thumbnails and c h i s e l s  a r e  t h e  most numerous, and t h e r e  
i s  one barbed and tanged arrowhead; i n  t h e  lower, worked s tones  were even 
more scanty,  on t h e  whole b lade le t s  and gouges a r e  t h e  most numerous; 
probably bone-splinters were widely used. I n  t h e  upper occupation was 
a l i t t l e  po t t e ry ;  sharp c u t s  on reeds and twigs ind ica te  f a i r l y  e f f i c i e n t  
blades,  perhaps untrimmed l y d i a n i t e  microflakes.  

The i n t e r e s t  of t h e  s i t e  l i e s  i n  t h e  abundant and well-preserved 
vegetable remains from t h e  upper occupation. There i s  very l i t t l e  
from t h e  lower; some of it may have been displaced from above. There 
a r e  s l i c e d  and s p l i t  twigs and reeds ,  a wooden l ink-shaf t ,  a ne t t ing-  
needle ( ? ) ,  l a r g e  thorns co l l ec ted  f o r  pe r fo ra t ing ,  knotted bunches 
of g r a s s ,  and many cu t  pieces of  wood of unknown purpose. Two-ply 
twine was made from narrow s t r i p s  of p l i a n t  bark,  c u t  lengthways and 
twis ted .  This i s  t h e  f i r s t  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  kind from t h e  Natal 
coas ta l  bush. 

Small animals and f i s h  were eaten.  Freshwater-molluscs were 
co l l ec ted  and t h e i r  s h e l l s  made i n t o  beads. Mussels ( ~ e r n a  perna) 
were brought from t h e  coas t .  The most abundant. wild f r u i t s  a r e  marula 
( ~ c l e r o c a r y a  c a f f r a )  , Monkey-apple ( ~ t r y c h n o s  sp. ) and S t r e l i t z i a  n i c o l a i  . 
Less abundant a r e  s h e l l s  and s tones  of  o ther  nuts  and f r u i t s ,  some of 
which have not been i d e n t i f i e d .  Cer ta in  leaves  (not  y e t  i d e n t i f i e d )  
were chewed i n t o  t i g h t  wads before being spat  ou t .  



Heads and panic les  of t h r e e  types  of c e r e a l  have been i d e n t i f i e d ,  
mostly threshed.  Of t h e s e ,  t h e r e  was very  l i t t l e  sorghum i n  t h e  lower 
l e v e l s  of t h e  occupation: most of it came from what must have been a 
p i t  dug from t h e  surface ,  and has been dated 730L 60 ( ~ t a - 1 0 6 0 ) .  There 
i s  not a water t ight  case f o r  considering that sorghum (almost c e r t a i n l y  
c u l t i v a t e d )  was i n  use e a r l i e r  than t h e  a r r i v a l  of Bantu-speakers i n  
Natal.  Penni setum amer icanum (uncommon) and Eleusine coracana (abundant ) 
were found down t o  t h e  lowest l e v e l  of t h e  upper occupation (about 
200 B . C . ) .  It i s  uncer ta in  i f  they grew wild i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o r  had been 
introduced, with perhaps proto-cul t iva t ion.  

There a r e  r i n d s  of C i t r u l l u s  l a n a t u s  (~samma*melon) and Lagenar i a  
s i c e r a r i s  (bott le-gourd).  The wild h a b i t a t s  of these  cucurb i t s  a r e  
thought today t o  be regions warmer and d r i e r  than near Durban; but owing 
t o  long c u l t i v a t i o n  and escapes, they a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  de f ine  exact ly .  
It i s  poss ib le  t h a t  seeds had been humanly t ranspor ted  and sca t t e red  by 
a form of proto-cult ivat ion.  A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  occurrence of bot t le-gourd 
lends  weight t o  t h e  theory of an African r a t h e r  than an American o r i g i n  
of  t h e  p l a n t .  

Sudan - 
The following repor t  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Universi ty of Khartoum has 
been received:  

Fieldwork 

The Sarurab p ro jec t  which was s t a r t e d  two years ago by D r .  A.M. 
Hakem, w i l l  be continued t h i s  winter with t h e  help of  t h e  Archaeology 
Department s tudents .  Forty-five b u r i a l  mounds were excavated l a s t  season 
and t h i r t e e n  were excavated t h e  season before.  One l a r g e  hab i t a t ion  
s i t e  was located  i n  t h e  cu l t iva ted  a rea .  The b u r i a l s  were e i t h e r  contrac ted  
o r  extended. Chronologically they seem t o  belong t o  t h e  Late Meroitic, 
so-called X-Group and Chr i s t i an  phases. The s t ra t ig raphy  of t h e  b u r i a l  
mounds exh ib i t s  a regional  sequence of  Meroitic followed by Chr i s t i an ,  
then Muslim, with two t r a n s i t i o n a l  sequences. 

Mrs. Randi Haaland, who was working with t h e  Po l i sh  Expedition 
a t  Kadero Neolfthic s i t e  i n  February 1974, w i l l  continue doing so during 
t h i s  coming winter .  

Publicat  ions 

D r .  Hakem's a r t i c l e  "The Ci ty  of Meroe and t h e  Myth of Napata" 
w i l l  appear i n  ADAB - t h e  journal  of t h e  Faculty of A r t s ,  Universi ty 
of Khartoum, Vol. 2, 1974. 



D r .  Hakem and Abbas Sid Ahmed a r e  wri t ing  a book i n  Arabic 
(~ol. 1. History o f  t h e  ~ u d a n )  on t h e  h i s to ry  and archaeology of t h e  
Pre-Napatan-Meroitic period i n  t h e  Sudan i . e .  i t s  prehis tory  and t h e  
h i s to ry  of t h e  Early Nubian Groups (?-lo00 B.C . ) 

Mrs. Randi Haaland's chapter on t h e  l i t h i c  mate r i a l  from Neoli thic 
s i t e s  i n  Nubia, has appeared i n  SJE 3 : l  "Neolithic and A-Group s i t e s "  
ed. by T.S. Soderbergh. 

Also Mrs. Haaland' s a r t i c l e  on t h e  "Socio-cultural development 
and archaeological  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  A Consideration of Gordon Chi lde l s  
Evolutionary Theory" w i l l  appear i n  Etnografisk Museums Arbok 1974. 

Research 

D r .  Hakem i s  working on Garstang's cards  of t h e  Meroitic 
Necropolis which were supposed t o  have been l o s t  during t h e  World War 11. 

Mrs. Haaland i s  working on t h e  s o c i a l  and t echn ica l  a spec t s  of 
iron-working and po t t e ry  making i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  Fur v i l l a g e .  This study 
i s  based on ethno-archaeological fieldwork i n  Western Sudan made i n  May 
1972 and September 1973. 

She i s  a l s o  preparing an a r t i c l e  on "Lithic mate r i a l  and t h e  
concept of  e thnic  groups". 

Movement of People 

Mrs. Randi Haaland (M.A.   erg en) who joined t h e  department two 
years  ago a s  a p reh i s to r i an  i s  now moving back t o  Norway where she w i l l  
be working i n  t h e  Department of Archaeology a t  t h e  Universi ty of Bergen. 

Mr. A l i  Osman (M.A. ~ a l g a r y )  i s  progressing with h i s  Ph.D. i n  
Medieval Nubian Archaeology a t  Cambridge. 

M r .  Abbas S . Mohammed (M .A. Calgary) w i l l  move t o  Cambridge t o  
s t a r t  h i s  Ph.D. research i n  t h e  Neoli thic of t h e  Sudan, 

M r .  Yousif Mukhtar (B.A. Hon. ~ h a r t o u m )  w i l l  f i n i s h  t h i s  academic 
year with h i s  second B.A. a t  Cambridge wi th  spec ia l i za t ion  i n  t h e  
Pa laeo l i th ic  . 

M r .  Khidir A .  Karim, who i s  f i n i s h i n g  h i s  M.A. t h e s i s  under t h e  
supervision of D r .  Hakem, i s  showing extremely i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t s  i n  
h i s  research on t h e  archaeology of t h e  Beg. West Cemetery. 



M r .  Ibrahim Musa (B.A. Hon. Khartoum) has joined Professor 
Charles Maystre of t h e  Universi ty of Geneva t o  do Islamic Archaeology. 

Three members have been appointed i n  t h e  s t a f f  of  t h e  Department: 
1. M r .  Gowlett, from t h e  Universi ty of  Cambridge 
2. Mrs. n i s e  Kleppe, from Norway 
3. Miss P. S t u a r t ,  from t h e  Universi ty of Calgary 

The j o i n t  p ro jec t  of t h e  Universi ty of Calgary and t h e  Univers i ty  
of Khartoum a t  Meroe w i l l  continue from January t o  March 1974 under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of P.L. Shinnie with D r .  Hakem a s  c o d i r e c t o r .  

Po l i sh  Excavations a t  Kadero 

The t h i r d  season of excavations a t  Kadero, s i t e  no. 1, c a r r i e d  
ou t  by t h e  Pol ish  Centre of Archaeology i n  Cairo and t h e  Archaeological 
Museum i n  ~ o z n a b ,  Poland, s t a r t e d  on t h e  1 8 t h  December 1973 and l a s t e d  
u n t i l  February 26, 1974. The Expedition was composed of t h e  following 
members : 

M r .  Lech ~ r z ~ i a n i a k ,  Ph,D , , f i e l d  d i r e c t o r  
M r .  Tadeusz ~ z i e r i y k r a y - ~ o g a l s k i  , professor of physical  anthropology 
Mrs. ~ l i b i e t a  ~ romi&ka ,  D .Med. , physical  anthropologis t ,  
M r .  Waldemar Jerke ,  a s  photographer (present  only i n  a second p a r t  

of t h e  season).  
On t h e  a i t e ,  t h e  Sudan Ant iqu i t i e s  Service was represented by t h e i r  
Off icer  Sayed Mohamed Hafiz Nagar. 

During t h i s  season's work t h e  s i t e  a t  Kadero was surveyed. Thus 
M r .  Ryszard Sobolewski of t h e  Pol ish  Expedition t o  Old Dongola es tab l i shed  
a geodesic a x i s  of north-south and east-west, and f u r t h e r ,  D r .  P h i l i p  
OIKeefe and D r .  Anthony Parsons of t h e  Department of Geography, Univers i ty  
of Khartoum, made a contour map of the s i t e .  

The main purpose of t h i s  season's  excavations a t  Kadero was t o  
continue digging i n  t h e  southern por t ion  of  t h e  set t lement and within 
t h e  cemetery, which had been discovered during previous seasons i n  t h e  
eas te rn  p a r t  of  t h e  s i t e .  

Settlement 

Two t renches  of  2 x 16 m. each were excavated bringing t h e  t o t a l  
excavated a rea  of t h e  set t lement t o  300 sq.m.. The digging was concen- 
t r a t e d  on a low prominence i n  t h e  southern por t ion  of t h e  site,  which 
proved t o  be t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  major concentrat ion of a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  deposi t .  



The digging again confirmed t h e  l a c k  of any s i g n i f i c a n t  n a t u r a l  
v e r t i c a l  s t r a t ig raphy  of t h i s  deposi t .  The explora t ion was e f fec ted  by 
excavating a s e r i e s  of  2 meter squares i n  successive l a y e r s  20 cm. t h i c k ,  
t o  a t o t a l  depth of 0.5 metres. It i s  now c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  way of digging 
can eventual ly  make it poss ib le  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  hor izonta l  s t r a t ig raphy  
of t h e  set t lement deposi t .  The major concentrat ions of  a r t i f a c t s  un- 
doubtedly occur a s  t h e  remains of t h e  most in tens ive  hab i t a t ion  on t h e  s i t e .  

The artifacts found i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  deposi t  c o n s i s t  l a r g e l y  of  
numbers of potsherds and grinding s tones ,  with considerable numbers of 
polished stone gouges and flaked-stone and f l i n t  implements. A s  we l l ,  
a number of i so la ted  beads of bone, o s t r i c h  egg-shell and cowrie s h e l l  
have come t o  l i g h t .  A l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of broken animal bones, including 
small numbers of f i s h  bones, has occurred along with s h e l l  and s h e l l  
fragments including those  of Nile oys te r .  Of considerable importance 
was t h e  discovery of severa l  kernels  o f  t h e  f r u i t  of  t h e  tree "Celtis 
i n t e g r i f o l i a "  , i d e n t i f i e d  by D r .  Ikh las  Abdel Bari  of t h e  Department 
of Botany, Universi ty of Khartoum. This confirms A r k e l l ' s  suggestion 
concerning t h e  type of vegeta t ion i n  t h e  a r e a  during t h e  Neoli thic period.  

The prel iminary inspect ion of a r t i f a c t s  showed t h a t  t h e i r  typology 
i s  s imi la r  t o  t h a t  of Khartoum Neoli thic ( ~ h a h e i n a b )  . However, t h e  t o t a l  
absence of wavy-line decorat ion p a t t e r n s  on t h e  p o t t e r y ,  which very much 
resembles t h a t  of t h e  Nubian A-Group, t h e  pa ten t ly  i n f e r i o r  f l ak ing  
technology of t h e  s tone  indust ry  p lus  t h e  considerable number of polished 
stone t o o l s  po in t s  t o  t h e  acceptance of  a l a t e r  age f o r  t h e  Kadero 
set t lement than f o r  Shaheinab. On t h e  one hand, t h e  t o t a l  absence of 
bone harpoons and fish-hooks and t h e  presence of only a small number of 
f i s h  bones, and on t h e  o the r  hand t h e  f inding of l a r g e  numbers of animal 
bones and t h e  e x c e p t i o a a l l y ~ l a r g e  quant i ty  of upper and lower grinding 
stones may r e f l e c t  a s h i f t  from a herding-gathering-hunting-fishing 
p a t t e r n  of economy t o  a s t i l l  var ied  but  more i n t e n s i f i e d  one with 
inc ip ien t  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( ? )  a s  a dependent means of subsistence.  

Cemetery 

Two p i t s  of 1 0  x 1 0  m.  each were excavated i n  t h e  eas te rn  por t ion  
of t h e  s i t e ,  a t  t h e  foo t  of t h e  mound. Six Neoli thic b u r i a l s  were discovered 
i n  these  p i t s ,  and th ree  o the r  graves were separa te ly  excavated i n l t h e  
south-eastern and south-western sector  of t h e  s i t e .  This b r ings  t h e  t o t a l  
number of Neoli thic graves a t  Kadero t o  18. A l l  b u r i a l s  were considerably 
eroded. 

The preliminary examination of t h e  human remains was done on t h e  
spot by physical  anthropologis ts .  This Neoli thic population t u r n s  out  
t o  have had exceptional longevity,  s t rongly  b u i l t  body s t r u c t u r e  and 
prognathisrn of f a c i a l  f ea tu res .  The dead were of both sexes and of var ious  
age c l a s s e s .  No pathological  changes of bones were observed - e.g.  den ta l  
c a r i e s .  Further examination of these  remains a r e  i n  progress.  



The bodies were buried i n  extremely contracted pos i t ions  with 
knees a t  t h e  head. This may perhaps ind ica te  a custom of burying t h e  
corpses i n  t i g h t l y  f i t t i n g  conta iners ,  such a s  bags o r  baskets .  Only 
a few of t h e  graves were furnished with goods, The grave equipment was 
composed of f i n e  po t t e ry ,  of  a type common t o  t h e  se t t lement ,  necklaces 
of ca rne l i an  and bone beads, and i n  one ins tance  a garment ( ? )  decorated 
with s h e l l s .  It i s  beyond doubt that t h e  Neoli thic graves a t  Kadero 
a r e  of t h e  population which inhabited t h e  l o c a l  se t t lement .  

Conclusions 

The t h i r d  season of excavation a t  Kadero confirmed t h e  general  
conclusions made a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  two campaigns. It now seems t h a t  Kadero, 
s i t e  no. 1, p a r t l y  f i l l s  t h e  gap which e x i s t s  i n  t h e  archaeological  
spectrum of t h e  c e n t r a l  Sudan, between t h e  time of Esh Shaheinab and the 
Meroit ic  period. This most probably extends t h e  Khartoum Neol i th ic  
temporal development t o  become contemporaneous with t h a t  of t h e  A-Group 
i n  Lower Nubia. 

More seasons of extensive excavations a t  Kadero a r e  being planned, 
both i n  t h e  set t lement and on t h e  unique cemetery. 

D r .  TbYbk of t h e  Archaeological I n s t i t u t e  of  t h e  Hungarian 
Academy of Scien e s  continues h i s  researches i n t o  problems of t h e  
Meroitic and Medieval periods,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on He l len i s t i c  and Roman 
influence i n  Meroitic a r t ,  and on t h e  adminis t ra t ion  of Chr i s t i an  Nubia. 
He has severa l  publ ica t ions  i n  t h e  p ress  including " ~ e r o e  and t h e  
Graeco-Roman World" and " ~ o n e y  , Economy, and Administration i n  t h e  
Chr i s t i an  Nubian Kingdoms". 



Upper Volta 

D r .  Bowen of Iowa S t a t e  Universi ty has kindly supplied a copy 

of t he  Upper Volta regula t ions  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  expeditions. En t i t l ed  
11 \ 
Reglementation des Missions Scient i f iques  Etrangeres en ~aute-Vol ta" .  

The main point  i s  t h a t  contact  should be made with t h e  'Conseil 

National de l a  Recherche Scient i f ique e t  Technique ' i n  t he  f i r s t  place 

and t h a t  permits a r e  issued by t h e  appropriate minis ter  of t h e  govern- 

ment, it i s  not made c l ea r  which minis t ry  i s  responsible but prcke..%ly 

t h a t  of Education :'ationale. The bes t  means of approach i s  through 

one ' s own embassy i n  Wagadugu. 

A copy of t h e  document i s  held i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of Nyame Akuma 

and fur ther  copies w i l l  be supplied on request .  



F u r t h e r  A c t i v i t i e s  of tllc 'Prehistory-A?:chncolosy S cc ' t io l~  of t h e  

"fduac'e Royal de 1 Afsiquc Centrtrlcll n-t Tervurcn, i n  co l l nbo rz t i on  

wlth thr? " l n r t i t u t  don I7u::dca ?!a-t;ionaux du :?rt!troI1 n t  I{innlw.sn. 

S incc  t h c  pub l i ca t i on  of VyLune Alnuncr, 4 i n  A p r i l  1974, tlirce ncw ocpcdi- 

tionilinvc bccn cnmplctcd i n  ZaYro. 

D r .  P. Van lyoten ( ~ i v u  and ~ c l e ) ,  

- conLirlued h i o  excavation a t  t he  Mrlatupi cave ( ~ o n t  I-loyo, i ~ i v u )  

dur ing t h e  Winter 1973-74. T h i s  excavation revea led  a depos i t  of more than 

5 mctrc ,  which is vcry poor i n  t h e  lower depths. A t  - 125 cm a c14 dn t c  

gave - + 21,000 BP. The very porn i ndus t ry  a s soc i a t ed  may be 'an o ld  LSA, 

A t  - 40 cm n second c~~ do te  gave 2 14.000 BP. A f u l l y  m i o r o l i t h i c  i ndus t ry  

mainly on qurtrtc i s  assoc ia ted .  A t  a  depth of - 115 cm (+ - 17.000 3P.) a 

brokcn dccornLcd Pored atone was Pound. Bone i o  wel l  preserved nt a l l  dep ths ,  

wxPor-tun.-.tc.lg po l len  arc: ~zot .  From the  f i r a t  nnalyses  i t  appcars  t l lz t  -the 

Matupi-huntcra cxploroil t h e  two very d i f  f e r c n t  e ~ ~ v i r o i u m a t  s i n  t h e  neich- 

bo~whoud of  -I;l~c cnvc : t h c  equa to r i a l  f o r e s t  a i d  thc  stcppc. Iioviada;.rs tlw 

cnvo i s  ~i-tu::ted i n  t h e  f o r e s t ,  t h c  s teppe being 10 la1 t o  tho  Eaa't. A t h i r d  

senaon i s  planned a t  t h e  s i t e  f o r  1375. 

j . ~  t o  bc consihered a s  unf inished brokcn Uclian t oo l s ?  P o t t c r y ,  i r o n  sl:-: 
---ow- 

and tuy:?rco wcrc nosocioted,  Two c l 4  d a t e s  gave an aGc i n  t ho  first  h a l f  

of t hc  l C t h  c. AD. ( t o  be cor rec ted  a s  wi th in  t h e  f i r s t  hc>.1f of 1 7 t h  c. 

AD* 
Anot11r.r axcavntion i o  p l ~ . ~ m o d  on t h i c  s i t e  fo:,, 1975. 

chcd a t  t h e  'IJniveroity ( s ee  be lou) ,  he pxospectcd a s c r i c a  of caves i n  t 3 e  

llofya vn l l cy ,  not  f a r  from Tenkc, ( ~ h ~ b a ) .  



He was a s s i s t e d  by D r .  G. Do Plaen,  ethnographer and a yotug 

Za'irese a r chaeo log i s t  Nuya Kamuanga, both  of t h e  I1 Ins t i t u t  de s  IIuse'es Na- 

tionaux". Another young a r chaeo log i s t  ; Kanimba Nisago, n s s i s t c n t  a t  t h e  

I1UniversitB Nat iona le  du Za'ire" was member of t h e  party. 

These caves,  formerly  explored by amateur a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  had been 

uaed as r e fuges  a t  t h e  end of t h e  1 9 t h  century,  when Sanga and Yclie peopled 

were a t  war. The I r o n  Age m a t e r i a l  fx6m t he se  s i t e s  seems t o  belong wi th in  

t he  Kece~l t  I r o n  Age. A dimple based pot  f r a g e n t  belongs t o  th ' is  r c c e n t  I.A. 

- A t  Kinshasa, he conducted a l s o  i n  co l l abo ra t i on  wi th  t h e  two 

ZaYreea a r chaeo log i s t s  f u r t h e r  excavat ions  a t  Kingabm. The depos i t  WRE 

found t o  be far  more per tu rba ted  thrtn p rev ious ly  thought. 

- He continued ( a s s i s t e d  by Kuya) a t  Gombe P o i n t  (ex - Kalina  

p o i n t ) ,  lvhere work s t a r t e d  dur ine  t h e  1973 season. Thc s tudy  of tho  m a t e r i a l  

excavated i n  1973 had revea led  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  assembldng a s e r i e s  of 

corca ( i n  one case up t o  50 f l a k c s  could be assembled). I n  o rde r  t o  proceed 
2 i n  thi:: 3&me way, 8 new t r ench  of 15 m w a s  excavated by 5 cms sp i t a .  The 

p o s i t i o n  of each a r t i f a c t  was recordod wi th  g r e a t  p r e c i s i o n  on graph paper. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  a l l  s o i l  was c a r e f u l l y  sieved. 

Clr. Pa de Mnret ( ~ h a b a )  - 
Xbs undertaken a  s e r i e s  of excavat ions  w i th in  t h e  I r o n  Ago o f  

Shaba, from A p r i l  t o  J u l y  1974. Iie was a s s i s t e d  by Mrs. K m i n b a  m d  Kerrc- 

m a n s ,  a rchaea lo l ; i s t s ,  Lequarrt", geomorphologist and D r .  De Plnen,  ethno- 

grapher. 

E::cavrttions were undertaken a t  Saga, s i t e  p r ev ious ly  excavated 

by Prof. Nenquin i n  1957 and by Prof.  H ie rnam i n  1958, 

Thc f o l l o v r i n ~  goa l s  had been put  forward dur ing  t h e  1374 excavat ion3 : 

1 )  To ob ta in  more r e l i a b l e  d a t a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  %he t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  p o t t e r y  groups. 

2 )  To determine t h e  extension o f  t h e  cemetry. 

3 )  To search f o r  t h e  se t t l ement  s i t e .  

4 )  To c o l l e c t  more eke le tons  f o r  phys i ca l  m t h r o p o l o g i c a l  study. 



This excavation had become an urgent matter  f o r  two reasons : 

I I Tlic prcocnt Sa~ica v i l l a g e  i s  expand in^ rap id ly  and i s  now overlying the 

buxia1. eround. 

:?, Objcctu from t l ~ r ?  ,?rnvca n r o  u c t u r ~ l l y  du;: out f o ?  t r n t ' i i n ~  purposes. 

30 nc?w zravco I1:~va been excavated, 4 oT which contained RIulongo - 
Red S l i p  ware. ITumerou~ mmples f o r  absolute  dat ing h x w  been taken. The 

extension of the  comctry i s  now Irnown, 

A aettlemont s i t e  haa been found a t  10 km West of' Sansa, c lose 

t o  thc Katongo v i l lage .  Below thcse set t lement  remains, 3 graves have been 

found c o n t a i n i n ~  some kind of crude Kisa l ian  pottery. 

A t  600 metres from there,  c lose t o  lake Kisale,  another cemetry with 9 gra- 

vea ha9 been diacovered, 4 of then containing Nulongo - Red S l i p  Yare 

1 had thc  body cut  i n  p a r t s  before it was b~micd. Prom thcse places C 1 4  

and TL d n t a a  w i l l  be norlrcd out. 

Sovcral ~ l i t e 3  over a  d i d a n c e  of 150 h s  a10:12 t he  r i v e r  have been 

pronpoctcd. Here new excavations w i l l  be undertaken i n  1975. 

Mr. I?. dc 1lnrc-l; w i l l  makc n proapection t o ~ r  i n  t h c  South of Shaba 

d u r i n L y  h i a  s tay  a t  Iubwnbanhi where he i s  engaeed no cul nsn is tnnt  3% Lhe 

Univeroitjt. 'Ire w i l l  goarch pr imari ly  f o r  Eurly Iron Agc s i t e s ,  from P a l l  

1974 onwards. 

IIr. P. dc Nnrct got n f i r s t  c14 da te  f o r  a cnvc pronpccteG ia 

Lower-ZaPrc i n  1972. 

"The F i r s t  Date f o r  a Polinbcd Axe A~s0ciCLt~d wi t11  C e r m l c s  

i n  ZnYre1I ( i n  thc  p res s )  IIV 5258 = 2145 + 45 BP. 

bir. P. de Narc% continues h i s  systematic? coll.ccting of t-Lhnogra- 

phical  i n fomat iona  on the  blacksmith i n  Sub-Saharan Africa. P a r t  of thc  

data  i s  uaed f o r  a study i n  col laborat ion with M r .  F, Nsuka, l i n g u i s t ,  on 

a compnratiive study i n  Linguis t ics  of the meta l lurg ica l  vocabulary i n  Cantu 

lanpmges. More than 3000 words have been collected. 



Many attempts have been made t o  l i n k  the  success of Bantu groups 

t o  the  knowledge of i ron  working. But from t h e  purely l i n g u i s t i c  point  o f  

Jiow, one observes, comparing motnl lur f ica l  terms uacd throughout tho 

B m t u  world, t h a t  t h e m  i~ grout d ivc ra i ty  i n  tho vocab.ulary of forging. 

IIowever, certain recons t ruc t ions  suggest the use of i r o n  a t  Proto-Bantu 

l e v e l ,  such as the  expressions f o r  forging,  hammer, and ore. Were these  

words i n  the  language before the  d iv is ion ,  o r  d id  they en te r  i t  as borro- 

wings a t  some unknown stage i n  the  ramif ica t ion  process? It is not  impos- 

s i b l e  t h a t  those words which a r e  widely a t t e s t e d  r e s u l t  from a s h i f t  i n  

meaning from Proto-Bantu t o  the present  day languages. Thus the  word f o r  

llforgell would be only a spec ia l  appl ica t ion  of the word f o r  "beat". 

P ina l ly ,  o ther  meta l lurg ica l  terms seem t o  have the  same o r i g i n s  i n  both 

Bantu and non-Bantu languages. 

When one th inks  of how important the  a b i l i t y  t o  work metals  w a s  

i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  African s o c i e t i e s ,  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see why, If the  Bantu 

worked i ron  before t h o i r  expanaion, we f ind  no more convincin@ l i n ~ u i s t i c  

t r a c e s  of it. -- - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - a--- - - 

D r .  D. Callen and  D r .  P. V a n  ITo-ten have been asked t o  o r g m i z c  

3 a e r i e s  of courses t o  be given by them a s  v i s i t i n g  professors. Thcoe 

courses a r e  spread over 2 years  and e r e  dealgned f o r  thc 3rB and 4th 

ycar ( l icence)  s tudents  within the  department of Anthropology ( ( ~ a c u l t ~  

of Soc ia l ,  P o l i t i c a l  and Administrative sc iences) ,  a n  wel l  aa f o r  the 

s tudents  of the  History Department ( ~ a c u l t ~  of  hil lo lo^^). 

M r .  P. de Uaret i s  t o  be a s s i s t a n t  f o r  the  coming acctdenlic year. 

D r .  D. Cahen has l ec tured  i n  1974. 



The following has been received from D r .  Vansina: 

Early Kuba S i t e s  

I n  t h e  course of wri t ing  a Kuba ( z a i r e ,  Kasai occ iden ta l )  
h i s t o r y  from e a r l y  t imes (16th century o r  before)  t o  1885, a reconstruc- 
t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  was made from l i n g u i s t i c  and o r a l  t r a d i t i o n a l  da ta .  
The archaeological  implicat ions about se t t lements  could be t e s t e d  by 
excavation, thus  inva l ida t ing  o r  confirming t h e  whole reconst ruct ion.  
The d a t a  a r e  f a i r l y  extensive as appears from t h e  following d e s c r i p t i o n ,  
For t h e  sake of s t y l e  "should" and similar condi t ional  t ense  i s  
replaced by "is" and o the r  a f f i rmat ives .  

Vi l lage  s i t e s  a r e  located  on o r  a t  t h e  edge of i n t e r c a l a r y  
savanna, usua l ly  not more t h a t  one o r  two kilometers from spr ings  
between Sankuru and Lokenye i n  t h e  present  zone of Dekese. The s i t e s  
a r e  rec tangular  with rec tangular  houses arranged on both s ides  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  s t r e e t ,  o r i en ted  e a s t  t o  west o r  r a t h e r  upstream,fdownstream 
with regard t o  t h e  general  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  Lokenye and Sankuru r i v e r s  
and t h e  t e r r a i n  permitt ing.  A t  t h e  downstream end of t h e  v i l l a g e  a 
l i g h t l y  palissaded cour t  f o r  t h e  headman o r  chief  would be found. It 
contains severa l  rows of houses and hangars. Few hear ths  w i l l  be found 
i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y .  Behind each house along t h e  s t r e e t  smaller  houses 
with hear ths  a r e  expected t o  occur,  while t h e  houses along t h e  s t r e e t  
i t s e l f  w i l l  not conta in  hear ths ,  a t  l e a s t  not t o  cook on. On t h e  s t r e e t  
t h e r e  a r e  hangars f o r  meetings, f o r  smithing (hence some metal scrap  
and po t t e ry  nozzles) ,  perhaps f o r  weaving. The rubbish heap of  t h e  
set t lement l i e s  on t h e  upstream s i d e ,  probably on t h e  r i g h t  hand s i d e ,  
perhaps one hundred metres from t h e  end of t h e  s t r e e t .  Bones of f i s h ,  
fowl, goat ,  game (espec ia l ly  warthog) , pieces  of po t t e ry ,  palmnuts, 
some s l a g  hnd worn ou t  b i t s  of i r o n  occur.  The width of any s t r u c t u r e  
w i l l  be presumably not g rea te r  than two palmribs and houses a r e  grouped 
along t h e  s t r e e t  i n  d i s c r e t e  c l u s t e r s .  

Graves occur on t h e  s i t e  which serves a l s o  a s  t h e  cemetery. They 
can occur anywhere s ince  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  occupied only f o r  t e n  years  o r  
so and people a r e  buried on t h e  spot  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of t h e i r  b i r t h .  
Grave goods w i l l  be r a r e ,  usua l ly  only  including some animal bones and 
some po t s .  They a r e  rectangular  except f o r  important people who a r e  
buried i n  a s i d e  chamber next t o  t h e  rec tangular  s h a f t ,  perhaps a t  a 
depth of over 4 meters. They a r e  a l s o  buried s i t t i n g .  Their graves w i l l  
conta in  r i n g s ,  spears,  Barmners, a n v i l s ,  b e l l s  and double b e l l s ,  arrow- 
heads, a l l  i n  i ron.  No copper w i l l  normally be found. I f  t h e r e  i s  some 
it w i l l  prove t o  come from t h e  Mindouki mines i n  t h e  Congo Republic. 
Pot tery  i s  s imi lar  t o  what i s  s t i l l  found among t h e  Sankuru and Lokenye 
with geometrical ornamentation of t h e  saune s o r t  and of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
types  s t i l l  found i n  1900. 



Careful research can i den t i fy  dawngardens behind t h e  houses a l l  
along t h e  s ides  of t he  v i l l age .  Pollen of banana and espec ia l ly  
e l a i s  palmtrees should be found i n  g rea t  quanti ty along with medicinal 
p lan t s .  I f  old landsurfaces of f i e l d s  can be i den t i f i ed  i n  t h e  savanna 
o r  t h e  f o r e s t ,  pollen w i l l  indicate  t h e  cu l t i va t i on  of sorghum and 
perhaps, m i l l e t  a s  a s tap le ,  voandzea, beans and a hal f  dozen species 
of yams. Eggplant may be important, Palmtrees a l so  occur on such s i t e s .  

No specia l  s a l t  processing s i t e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  occur because 
salt was made from t h e  male f r u i t  of t he  e l a i s  palmtree. For t h e  same 
period these  can be found i n  known a reas  of t h e  Mweka zone near t h e  
Upper Lucwadi. No specia l  concentration of pot tery  i s  expected because 
p lan t s  with a high s d t  content were merely grown the re  and processed 
a t  home. Indicators  of t h i s  would be t h e  presence of pot tery  f i l t e r s .  

The descr ipt ion does not exhaust t h e  implications of archaeolo- 
g i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  reconstruction.  For l a t e r  periods 
s b i l a r  predictions can be made a s  t o  t h e  appearance of new p lan t s  and 
imports such a s  brass  and copper t o  be found i n  t h e  royal  graves among 
other  places . 

The case is  not uncommon. Archaeological research here would 
t e s t  a l l  t h e  other data  and furnish  da tes  f o r  t he  reconstructed period,  
especia l ly  f o r  i t s  span. The descr ipt ion of t h e  "archaic" v i l l a g e  i s  
merely given t o  indicate  what can be predicted. The excavation of such 
s i t e s  is  of g rea t  importance t o  pre-colonial h i s to ry  and it i s  t o  be 
hoped t h a t  t h e  r ea l i z a t i on  of t h e i r  value w i l l  grow. Meanwhile these  
and other s i t e s  from t h e  same general period ( f i r s t  hal f  second millenium), 
even where they a r e  well delimited and known, l i e  neglected i n  most of 
Equatorial  Africa.  

Zambia 

During June-July 1974, Joseph 0 .  Vogel of t h e  Livingstone 
Museum, conducted excavations a t  t h e  Early I ron Age s i t e  a t  Kabondo 
Kumbo on t h e  Kabondo River, nor th  of Livingstone i n  Southern Zambia. 
An a rea  40m. x 45 m .  was opened and uncovered t h e  remains of 14 hut 
f l oo r s ,  2 smelter a reas ,  and an a rea  containing a number of p i t s .  One 
hut plan could be reconstructed from t h e  remnant posts .  It i s  a small 
s t ruc ture  approximately 2m.x 2m. rectangular i n  form, w i t h  doubled 
corner posts ,  a daga and wat t l e  and daub walls .  The form of s t ruc tu r e  
was s imilar  i n  s i z e  and shape t o  those  found e a r l i e r  a t  Kumazubo and 
Zambezi F a l l s .  A l a rge  co l lec t ion  of ironwork was found a s  well a s  
fragments of copper bangles. The po t te ry  co l lec t ion  i s  a t t r i bu t ed  t o  
t h e  l o c a l  Shongroe t r a d i t i o n  - Early I ron Age po t te ry  t yp i ca l  of t he  
Victor ia  F a l l s  region. Radiocarbon da tes  a r e  awaited on. Datable f i nds  
were t h e  discovery of a bored stone and t he  t h i r d  Early I ron Age c a t t l e  
f igur ine  from t h e  Victoria F a l l s  a rea .  



M r .  N.M. Katanekwa Asst. Keeper of Prehistory,  Livingstone 
Museum recen t ly  returned from a reconnaissance of t h e  Upper Zambezi 
Valley i n  southwestern Zambia. Concentrating upon t h e  s t r e t c h  of r i v e r  
between Shesheke and Senanga, he followed up e a r l i e r  work i n  t h e  a rea  by 
J.O. Vogel and attempted t o  v i s i t  Early I ron Age s i t e s  reported by 
D.W. Phil l ipson.  He v i s i t e d  nearly 25 old v i l l a g e  s i t e s  ranging i n  age 
from mid f i r s t  millenium A.D. t o  19 th  century. The geographical range 
of t h e  Early I ron Age mater ia ls  i s  s ign i f ican t  and although it has 
ye t  t o  be analysed i n  d e t a i l ,  it would appear t h a t  t h e  a rea  around 
Shesheke and immediately north was occupied by people making o r  using 
pot tery  similar  t o  that made i n  t he  Victor ia  F a l l s  region and a reas  t o  
t h e  south, whereas, those from around Sioma northwards were using po t te ry  
made i n  a contras t ing t r a d i t i o n  which may connect s i t e s  l i k e  Sioma and 
Lubusi within a common sphere of pot t tng mater ia ls .  A g rea t  deal  of 
work i s  intended f o r  t h i s  par t  of t h e  country i n  t h e  future .  

University of Cal i fornia ,  Santa Barbara 

Michael Bisson has taken up a year ' s  appointment a t  McGill 
University i n  Montreal. 

Brian Fagan has ju s t  f in ished correct ing t h e  gal leys  of Africa 
i n  t h e  I ron Age, a co-authored project  with Roland Oliver of t h e  School 
of Oriental  and African Studies,  London. The book, a sequel t o  Oliver 
and Atmore's Africa s ince  1800 and i n  t h e  same format, w i l l  be published 
by Cambridge University Press i n  May 1975. Research i n to  t h e  animal bones 
from Phalabora, South Africa,  continues a t  a slow pace, but much 
energy i s  going i n to  t he  design and implementation of a multi-media 
course on World Prehistory fo r  400 students,  due fo r  i t s  f i r s t  run 
through i n  winter 1975. 

No fur ther  I ron Age graduate students have been admitted f o r  
1974/5, but one student i s  already admitted fo r  197516, and some 
l imited expansion fo r  t he  Ph.D. program i s  under study. 


